Definition of Narrative Assessment

Narrative assessment is an approach to assessing and describing a student’s learning that allows a far richer depiction of that learning than is possible through more traditional criterion-referenced assessment. It requires the assessor to notice, respond to, extend, reflect upon and communicate about important learning in which the student engages that can easily be overlooked by more conventional modes of assessment. It also requires careful response to and reflection on the teaching strategies.

A rich narrative assessment record consists of:

· a captured learning event – captured through observation, picture or video

· an analysis of that event through the eyes of the observer – be it teacher, teacher aide, parent, student – that details

· what learning was observed (evidence of learning)

· what teaching was observed

· why this was important

· what the next steps in the learning sequence might be

· how those next steps might be promoted

· a description of how the assessed learning links to the New Zealand Curriculum

· credit or strength based description, acknowledging through the narrative what abilities have been noticed and what processes have strengthened these.

· repeated records which provide a picture of progress.

This approach to assessment is important because it:

· compels the assessor to observe the student, in authentic contexts, more closely than is normal. This closer observation results in the actual learning of the student being far more visible than is usual, often profoundly so. This in turn enables the actual nature of that learning to be better understood and therefore further learning to be better planned for.

· allows the actual learning to be better communicated, through picture/video and narrative, to all who support that learning. It is an assessment which provides a different lens on learning, enabling teachers, students and parents to examine learning through multiple perspectives and across contexts (Bourke and Mentis 2008).

· provides a compelling sense of progress as the narrative extends over time.

· enables the student to develop an identity as a learner and therefore transfer the learned skill as he/she becomes more proficient.

· enables the student to be kept at the centre of the teaching and learning through self

assessment opportunities and makes the development of the next learning step more

evidential and collaborative.

· is strength-based, holistic and contextual.

· provides the teacher with valuable information on the impact of the teaching methods and thus enables opportunity for vital professional reflection, identifying which strategies are most helpful to the student.
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